
        
      
 Working Together 

In Times of Need 

GATEWAY COMMUNITY 
                      COLLEGE FOUNDATION

YOUR COLLEGE. YOUR FUTURE.

     On May 5 and 6, the Gateway Community College Foundation will be among the many area nonprofits participating in 
the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven’s annual fundraising campaign, 
“The Great Give.” Your gift will count toward a $2,000 matching gift from a generous 
donor. Every gift – small or large – is greatly appreciated.
     Click on this link to make your gift to the Great Give. Please note that the 
website is already “live,” and you can donate today.

Great Give 2020: You Can Make a Difference
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    While $250 may not sound 
like a lot of money, it can 
make a world of difference 
to a Gateway student facing 
housing or food insecurity, 
unemployment, illness, or a 
financial emergency; for 
example, someone like 
Chelsea L. Celotto, a fulltime 

nursing student who expects to graduate in May.
    “This (assistance) will really help me to pay 
my health insurance,” she explains. “My entire 
weekends are based on working to pay my bills 
throughout the month. It’s definitely a scary 
time, especially with no end in sight. It makes me 
extremely anxious and nervous for the future. The 
assistance helps me to stay afloat for the month.
I greatly appreciate this.” 
     Here are more excerpts from Helping Hand 
applications the GCC Foundation received 
from students. 
     “This would really help me by paying my health 
insurance and my auto insurance. I’m a full-time 
nursing student. I work at a restaurant Friday and 
Saturday to pay my bills, but all restaurants are 
closed. It’s a scary time and makes me extremely 
anxious and nervous for the future. I hope I am 
granted this aid to help in order to stay afloat for 
the month.” C.C. 
     “I am a single mom, and my 16-year-old son is 
home now due to the public schools closing. This 
has caused an increase cost in electricity, water and 
especially food, to feed him breakfast and lunch, 
which he would otherwise get at school. My only 
source of income is child support and my income 
from working 16 hours a week. I am not able 
to work anymore than that due to the rigorous 
schedule of the nursing program.” – B.L. 

Helping Hands Student: 
‘It’s a scary time’

     In 2002, John and Gladys Soto generously endowed the 
Gateway Community College Foundation’s Helping Hands 
program, which assists Gateway students with unexpected 
short-term financial hardships that might derail their education. 
As the gravity of the COVID-19 pandemic grew, the GCC 
Foundation immediately voted to infuse additional funds into 
the Helping Hands program. Students are able to submit a 
request for up to $250 for emergency expenses like rent, 
medical bills, utilities, car loans, childcare, food, etc. Payments 
are made to recipients’ creditors (e.g., landlord, utility company, 
etc.); grants for food assistance are made in the form of 
grocery gift cards.
      Helene Augustine, GCCF Board Vice Chair, reported that to 
date, more than 175 requests for financial support have been 
approved, and more continue to be submitted.   

     The GCC Foundation also applied its $40,000 
share of a generous regional gift made by the Wells Fargo 
Foundation to Gateway’s Helping Hands program.  
     The Wells Fargo Foundation is dedicated to serving those in 
need, addressing complex societal issues, and stabilizing financial 
success for the underserved, according to Kevin E. Burke, 
Market Executive, Connecticut and NY Capitol Region, 
Northeast Division. “The global COVID-19 pandemic is affecting 
the health and economic well-being of our neighbors and 
communities in ways no one could have imagined possible,” he 
explains. “We are both honored and humbled to help Gateway 
students deal with the very real challenges this crisis poses to 
their financial security, their capacity to provide for themselves 
and their families, and their ability to pursue their education.” 
     While the country, state and region are beginning to plan 
possible reopening of the economy and some return to 
normalcy, Gateway students’ need for assistance will likely 
continue for months to come. 
      To donate, go to www.gatewayfdn.org/donate-now

Helping Hands: Financial 
assistance for emergency needs   

Wells Fargo Foundation 
Provides Generous Support
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