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    Tiairra Slade, a single parent of 
two boys, ages 6 and 11, always 
dreamed of becoming a nurse, 
but a series of setbacks threatened 
to derail her education – and her 
future. “My landlord sold my 
house and told me, at the last 
minute, that I had to move. Then, 
my car was hit and totaled. I was 

just drowning,” she recalls. “I was doing the best I 
could, but just wanted to give up. I felt like I had 
no one.”
     Tiairra credits Gateway’s Family Economic Security 
Program (FESP), with getting her on track. “The FESP 
staff are my angels,” she says. “It’s not just a program; 
we’re a family.” She received Helping Hands financial 
grants for the three semesters she has participated in 
FESP. Additionally, she says the program’s coaching and 
budgeting services are helping her to financially weather 
the COVID-19 crisis.
     Tiairra wants to “pay it forward” to her community. 
Her younger son’s great-grandmother, a New Haven 
church pastor, wants to open a homeless shelter, and 
Tiairra is researching locations and kitchen requirements. 
This straight “A” student, a certified nursing assistant 
who works part-time at Yale New Haven Hospital as a 
unit associate secretary, also stays in contact with several 
former cancer patients she met years ago. 
     Tiairra also proudly shared some wonderful news: 
She has been accepted into Gateway’s Nursing 
program! You can help promising students like Tiairra 
by donating to the GCC Foundation via the above 
“Donate Now” icon. 

FESP Changes Lives: 
‘I was Just Drowning’

ANDREW SORBO 

     The Family Economic Security Program (FESP), a 
customized support system for low-income college students 
at risk of dropping out of school, provides crucial help to 
its Gateway participants, especially as they face the unique 
challenges of the COVID-19 crisis. 
     FESP, which currently has 159 participants, was 
established last summer through the generous support of 
several visionary donors and partners. The GCC Foundation 
and Gateway Community College also helped establish the 
program and continue to underwrite ongoing operational 
costs for it.  
     FESP offers critical wraparound services, including career, 
financial, personal, and academic support for students 
during their certificate or degree completion. Participants 
also benefit from one-on-one coaching, professional 
development workshops, scholarships, financial aid, 
networking skills, and early course registration. Cultural 
enrichment activities and campus family events round out 
the FESP experience.  
     According to Licella Arboleda, Program Director, FESP 
provides the academic, financial and career support needed 
to change students’ lives and help them “cross the finish 
line.” It’s successful because it takes a different approach, 
she explains. “Rather than pushing students to become 
‘college ready,’ FESP concentrates on making the college 
‘student ready.’” Arboleda credits the expertise, dedication 
and commitment of FESP staff members for emphasizing 
the program’s student-centered focus. 
     Your gift to the GCC Foundation can help support 
Gateway students in many ways, including FESP, Laptop 
Scholarships, Helping Hands financial assistance, and 
academic scholarships. Please, make your gift today by 
clicking on the “Donate Now” icon above.
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    While the “Great Give” officially ended May 6, there’s still time to 
make your gift to the Gateway Community College Foundation! The 
unprecedented challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic led the Community 
Foundation for Greater New Haven extend the Great Give until May 31. 
Go to the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven website, 
www.thegreatgive.org/organizations/gateway-community-college-foundation. 


